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Acknowledgement
We acknowledge and appreciate the policies implemented by the Federal government to support businesses, families, and communities alike, survive and recover from the economic challenges in the wake of COVID-19. The federal government’s policies have supported Canadians reach some level of normalcy, and economic and human recovery. While the impact of the pandemic on the social and mental health well-being of Canadians is immeasurable and will continue to be very costly, the government’s commitment to learn about and invest in the correct growth is integral.

Detailed Recommendations:
· Recommendation 1: Taxation
We recommend the Government of Canada implement a Tax Payer Charter of Rights.
The Canada Revenue Agency is over-burdened and in the coming years as a result of the pandemic, require additional scrutiny and our taxpayers, additional support. The Whitby Chamber of Commerce Resolution, which passed in 2018, calls on the federal government to replace the Taxpayer Bill of Rights with a legislated taxpayer charter of rights that provides recourse for taxpayers in the case of CRA wrongdoing. 

Any review of the Canadian tax system must also look at those responsible for enforcing it. A taxpayer charter of rights would provide remedies in cases where protocols are proven to be unnecessarily cumbersome or costly, or where the taxpayer is mistreated. Establishing a legislated taxpayer charter of rights would promote fairness and accountability, including clearer guidelines and better training of CRA staff.


· Recommendation 2: Transportation
We recommend that the Government of Canada focuses on long-term economic recovery and:
·  release the airport lands in Pickering; 
· -support the expansion of local transportation infrastructure including the GO extension to Bowmanville; and
·  support the significant infrastructure support required in the Hamilton and Oshawa Port Authority.

We recommend that the Government of Canada focuses on long-term economic recovery and release the airport lands in Pickering. This will not only benefit the Region of Durham, but businesses and residents located right across the GTA. 
The Federal Airport Lands in Pickering are a real opportunity to simultaneously strengthen Canada’s global competitiveness, capitalize on Ontario’s investment in Highways 407, 412 and 418 and unleash Durham’s economic potential. Given the potential residential growth coming to this region, the result could be thousands of new jobs and business opportunities.  Durham Region Report on GTA East Airport: https://www.durham.ca/en/discovering-durham/resources/Documents/GTA-East-Airport-FINAL-02-05-2018.pdf
We further recommend that the Government of Canada encourage long term economic growth in Durham by supporting containerization and recreational development of the Oshawa Port. With the establishment of the Hamilton Oshawa Port Authority in May 2021, there are tremendous opportunities to connect Durham Region to trade and recreation through the great lakes waterways. Investment in the development of the Oshawa port is integral to harnessing the economic opportunities.

· Recommendation 3: Theme: Economic Recovery and Innovation
We recommend that the Government of Canada invest in local innovation to support Durham Region become self supporting in the areas of energy (via investment in local nuclear energy) and mobility (strategic and effective development of HOPA and Pickering Airport lands). 

Specifically, we highlight the opportunity to generate sustainable and clean energy through the 2 nuclear energy plants in Durham Region (Pickering and Darlington Nuclear Generating Stations). We recommend the Federal Government support Ontario Power Generation to build the small modular reactor (SMR), and refurbish the Pickering units based on the results of the ongoing feasibility study. Such support not only aligns with the Government’s environmentally sustainable policies, but will continue to foster the nuclear industry in Durham region. 
	As highlighted in item 2 above, the Government is recommended to invest in local transportation infrastructures that will allow the Durham and surrounding economy to effectively connect with the global and national markets by air and water, without adding strain to the current ports and airports. 
· Recommendation 4: Communication and Transparency 
We recommend that the Government of Canada leverage the pre-budget recommendations submitted by the Canadian Chamber of Commerce and Ontario Chamber of Commerce, representing the business community across the Country and Province.
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