
Durham-Scarborough BRT 
Environmental Assessment (EA)



Durham-Scarborough Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) EA

• 36km transit corridor connecting Scarborough City Centre subway with 
Pickering, Ajax, Whitby and Downtown Oshawa.

• EA is anticipated to be completed by the end of 2021.

• Public Information Centre (PIC)#3 closed on January 10th 2021. Metrolinx is 
now considering all input received at PIC#3.

• Metrolinx will continue public consultation as study progresses.



Why Dundas Street?

• The Pulse 905 route is the busiest route for Durham Region Transit. 
It also connects the future population and employment growth 
areas, which will expand the ridership base.



BRT Lane Options

• Centre-median bus lanes have been identified as the preferred 
option through Pickering, Ajax and Whitby.

• In Oshawa where the one-way streets start, the service will move 
to curbside bus lanes.



Town of Whitby – Fall 
2020 Recommendation

Segment 1 2 3 4 5
Existing lanes 4 4 4 4 4
Future proposed traffic lanes 4 2 0 2 4
Total number of lanes including BRT lanes 6 4 2 4 6



Why is a median barrier 
being installed down the 

middle of the road?

• To improve safety along the corridor, a raised median barrier is 
proposed. The curb height barrier will restrict all mid-block left 
turn movements. Drivers will now be able to make a safer U-turn 
movement at signalized intersections.

• This configuration will enhance safety by reducing the number of 
potential vehicle conflict points; along with reducing the severity 
of accidents by removing the T-bone collisions created by mid 
block left turns.



Safe U-Turns Movements

• All left turns and U-turns will now occur on an advanced left 
turn signal (protected) phase, at all signalized intersections.

• All intersections will be signed that U-turns are permitted.



Proposed Pedestrian/Transit Mall
• Proposed pedestrian/transit mall was developed based on comments heard 

during prior public consultation. Metrolinx was asked to make the downtown 
more walkable and to move speeding traffic away from narrow sidewalks. 

• Pedestrian/transit mall will restrict traffic through the downtown core.

• Wider boulevards could allow for permanent patios, retailers to display 
merchandise and allow for special events to draw people to the area.



What the Pedestrian/Transit Mall 
Could Look Like

Source: https://www.oakville.ca/assets/DTS-final-report.pdf:



Where will people park if parking 
is being removed from Dundas St?

• Solutions are being developed to replace all parking spots 
being removed on Dundas Street. One such solution is to 
expand the parking lot at the corner of Elm and Byron.



Where will the traffic go?

• Majority of traffic currently passing through the downtown will 
find alternative routes away from the downtown core.
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How will deliveries be made to 
businesses in the transit mall?

• Emergency services can use the transit lanes: police, fire, 
ambulance 

• Some non-transit vehicles would be 
allowed on Dundas from Byron to 
Green/Perry, preferably midday or 
evening:

o Garbage trucks
o Snowplows
o Trucks making local deliveries

• Delivery spaces can be designed 
for non-transit vehicles to stop safely
without blocking pedestrians or transit vehicles.

Granville Mall Vancouver



Next Steps

• Metrolinx will continue to refine plans based on comments heard 
and will continue to consult will the public.

• Environmental Assessment anticipated to conclude by the end of 
2021.

• Durham Region plans to begin construction from Lake Ridge to 
Des Newman starting in 2023 and Des Newman to Raglan in 
2025.

• Remainder of construction will require additional funding from 
Metrolinx. The timing of this work will be dependent on the 
availability of funding.


